Geographical Origins and Economic Consequences of Language Structures

Joint with Oded Galor and Omer Ozak

Abstract:
This research explores the economic causes and consequences of language structures.
It advances the hypothesis and establishes empirically that variations in pre-industrial geographical characteristics that were conducive to higher returns to agricultural investment, gender gaps in agricultural productivity, and the emergence of hierarchical societies, are at the root of existing cross-language variations in the structure of the future tense and the presence of grammatical gender and politeness distinctions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moreover, the research suggests that while language structures have largely reflected past human experience and ancestral cultural traits, they have independently affected human behavior and economic outcomes.
